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also in the interests of electric lighting. The electrical

engineer is aware that long before he appeared on the scene
with his cables and conduits and junction boxes a notorious
gas leakage had long held possession of the ground. It lies

with him to meet the difficulty, and he will doubtless prove
equal to the occasion. It has been suggested that some
gas other than a mixture of coal gas and air-a gas
"distilled off the insulating substances" by the heated
conductor-may at times be concerned in such explosions.
This is possible and in some cases perhaps probable. " The

man in the street," however, is not seriously concerned to
t now the exact nature of the explosive gas, or the genesis
of the spark or arc that ignites it, neither does he claim an

opinion as to whether safety is to be found in gastight junc-
tion boxes or in a return to the old method of buried mains ;
but in self-defence he ventures to inquire whether new regu-
lations are needed, whether existing ones are carried out,
whether Rule 15, which provides that boxes shall be kept free
from water and gas, be a reasonable one, and, if so, has it
been duly enforced ? 

-

DIPHTHERIA IN LONDON.

DIPHTHERIA showed further decline in its fatal form last
week in London, the deaths falling from 35, 50, and 34 in
the preceding three weeks to 31 last week, the per case

mortality being 20 per cent. The admissions to hospital
were 76, some half of the cases newly arising, against 75,
64, and 74 in the preceding three weeks. The patients
remaining under treatment last Saturday were 514 in number,
as compared with 517 on the Saturday before. Of the
31 deaths, 4 belonged to Chelsea, and 3 each to Fulham,
St. Pancras, and Camberwell ; and 17 were in children
aged from one to five years. In Greater London there were
10 deaths, including 8 in West Ham and district. In 1894
there were notified 18,956 cases in the county of London,
this number being at the rate of 45 per 10,000 persons living
at the last census. The registered deaths were 3625, and
were 1984 above the corrected decennial average. The per
case mortality was 19’1 per cent. of notifications.

THE SERUM THERAPEUTICS OF PNEUMONIA.

AT the time when the attention of the medical world is
directed to the serum therapeutics of diphtheria and tetanus
a short review of the same method of treatment as applied
to pneumonia, given in L’ Uraion 111edicczle of Dec. 8th, 1894,
may prove of interest. Numerous experiments have been
made on animals, and several attempts have been made
to treat patients in the same manner. Drs. F. and G.

Klemperer have treated twelve cases of pneumonia with
the serum of rabbits rendered artificially immune. Each
dose consisted of from 5 to 10 c.c. injected under
the skin of the buttock. Eliminating five of the cases

in which crisis resulted as in the ordinary course

of the disease, in the remaining seven each time the
serum was administered there was a diminution in the

height of the temperature and in the frequency of the pulse
and respiration, and the patients made a good recovery.
They have also injected eight patients with cultures of

the pneumococcus which had been heated to 60&deg; C. and
so deprived of toxicity. The results were very satis-

factory, the temperature falling soon after the injec-
tions. They also inoculated patients with the serum of
other patients suffering from pneumonia obtained imme-
diately after the crisis. After the inoculations the

temperature became lower, and frequently defervescence
at once followed. Foa and Carbone reported a case of

pneumonia which was arrested on the fourth day after

injections of the serum of a vaccinated rabbit. Foa and Scolia

injected ten patients suffering from pneumonia with from
5 to 7 c. c of the serum of rabbits which had been rendered

immune, the injections being given under the skin of the
back. In some of the cases as many as three injections were
given; in these (four in number) the crisis appeared to be
hastened. Jansen also records cases in which this treatment

was adopted with success. Lava has treated ten cases of

pneumonia with injections of the blood serum products
obtained from the viscera of animals suffering from pneu-
monia. The injections produced no immediate or ulterior
local reaction. There was also no immediate influence on the

temperature, but the thermometric curve gradually became
lower ; the frequency of the pulse and respiration was .

diminished. Convalescence was rapid and no complications
followed. Taken as a whole the above series of experiments
are satisfactory, and the serum therapeutics of pneumonia,
deserve further trial and investigation.

" 
DYSPHEMIA."

THIS is the name proposed for stammering by Dr. C. F.
Coxwell in a recent article in the Intercolonial Quarterly
,Journal of Medicine and Surgery. The article is important as a
practical contribution to the elucidation of the cause of this
troublesome affection and also its treatment, and is also

interesting on account of the theoretical views, which are
enunciated. Dr. Coxwell points out that stammering is
the result of some interference with the oral or laryngeal
mechanism of speech and a consequent want of corre-

spondence between them. He regards it as largely
a spasmodic affection, the result of inhibition, which leaves
the liberating element temporarily unopposed and so

gives rise to spasm. On the other hand, inhibition of
the liberating element may cause temporary paralysis. In
the next few pages are embodied a description of the relation
of the related cerebral centres-speech and auditory-and
an account of the gradual development of their func-
tions. He next proceeds to discuss the theoretical question
of local control over discharge of energy in nerve centres, and
considers the question of the existence of a general inhibitory
centre and the nature of neuroses generally. I I Dysphemia 

"

is then considered with reference to these theoretical con-

siderations, and an explanation offered of its phenomena. In

conclusion, there is a succinct and practical account of the
various measures necessary for its successful treatment.

THE CARE OF THE SICK IN WORKHOUSES.

IN spite of repeated practical illustrations the danger of
delay where health and illness are in the balance would
seem to be still very imperfectly understood either by work-
house officials or by those guardians whose deputies they are.
We directed attention to a case bearing upon this subject in
our issue of Nov. 24th, 189. Another example was reported
last week. In this instance the sufferer was an aged inmate
of Stepney Workhouse. Taken ill on Friday, the llth inst.,
he died from syncope on the following Monday. During this
interval of three days he received no medical treatment,
but was reported by one to another of a succession of

employes, till at last within a few hours of his
death he saw the assistant of the visiting medical
officer. Even then he had to wait another four hours before
he could obtain the medicine prescribed. It is curiously
suggestive of primitive methods of treatment that the needful
remedies in this establishment were " all made up and ready
for giving out." Stock mixtures, we admit, are efficient on
occasion, but such absolute faith in their universal suitability
argues, to our mind, a dangerous and unwholesome con-
servatism. Both the coroner and jury who investigated

, this case agreed in advising that such an institution as
this workhouse, which at present contains nearly 800

, inmates, ought to be under the supervision of a resident
medical officer. Such an arrangement would no doubt prove
advantageous in more ways than one. At the same time it


